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SITE: Taal Volcano (Lake Taal) , Manila, Philippines
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PHILIPPINES
M ORE THAN 7,000 ISLANDS and islets rise
from a partly submerged motuhiain
chain to form the Philippines. Largely trop-
ical wilderness, 00 percent of the islands are
uninhabited, 60 percent unnamed. Two-
thirds of the population lives on the two
“largest islands, Luzon and Mindanao.
Predominantly of Malay origin, Filipinos
trace their origins as far back as 3000 8.C,,
to the first immigrants from Indonesia and
Malaya. Hillsides terraced with rice fields
bear witness to ancient engineering skills.
In the 14th century Arab missionaries
brought Islam to the
Sulus and other
southern islands.
‘The Christian influ-
ence dates from 1521,
when Magellanland-
od on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish
colonization in 1565, Spain’s rule lasted 333
years, ending with the Spanish-American
War. The United States guided the Philip-
pines during the next 48 years, leaving a
heritage of language and liberty. The nation
became fully independent on July 4, 1946.

GOVERNMENT: Republic. LAND AREA: 115,830
square miles, about the size of Arizona, extending
1,150 miles north and south, the sweep of Wash
ington, Oregon, and California combined. POPU-
LATTON: 32,600,000, mainly of Malay stock. LAN-
CUAGE: Officially Pilipino (Tagalog); Enplish
(spoken by 40%), Spanish, 80-odd native dialects.
RELIGION: 83% Roman Cutholic; Aglipayan (an
independent Christian sect), Moslem, Protestant
minorities. KCONOMY: Copra, sugar, abaca, Tum-
ber, fishing, gold, Jead, manganesc, iron, copper,
chromite. CIr1ES: Manila, port, industrial center

capital; Baguio, summer capital; Pasay; Cebu.
CLIMATE: Hot, humid, heavy rainfall.

{pop. 1,339,000); Quezon City (Manila suburb),
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t i thou- Nearly 3.000 people lived on the five-mile long
k that 1l by three mite wide istand betfore the crupltion;

1 el many have since returned to their homes Wates
hanana flled crater at venter of the Large picture formed
1 tinset). in i 1911 eruption that claimed 1,335 lives
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ctill keep that idealism frome tiowering Dy,

Far more than wars and occopation. geogra-
phy has frngmented the Republic of the Philip
pines. Tts 32,000,000 people live on amadasy
of islands stranyg out north and south tor 1,150
miles between the Pacific Ocean and the South
China Sea (maps, pages 212413

No oone knows how many istands there are.
the republic itself sayvs simmly “more than 7,100.7
New islands appear from time 1o time as vol
canoes thrust their smoking cones above the sea.
And, after a few years of pounding by the waves,
some of these new islands vanish,

The eruptinn of Taal Volcano on September
28, 1965, craphasized cpain the influence of
titante natural forces on Jife o the Philippines

The v ol ri-ing as anisland in Lake Tanl
HO antles south of Manta, voared o three
duvs and Liowed out untold tous of med sl
dowing pumice (prges 300275 Fields and
Dotises were binded under silthike ool Two
husidred pespie Jost therr lives, and thomson s
oA homelessonn the sinad and aronmng e face
wore baer o rediel centers

Al My owife wanted (o zetawin,
witited to wateh o littie longer The cruptions
were not very strong at firsty,

“About halt an hour later, a deafening blast
shook the island. It was time to leave”

Conrado Andal jammed 20 women and
~hildren into the same smadl boat we were
asing, Chey SGaterdnorth, oy frean the vol
anu’s ernption centers They had vaveled
shout two and a half miles when another ex
slosion split the night.

CPhere wis a big voluime o gas and stean,”
VIr. Andal said. “That wis when the stora
wd electrical display started. It was just like
Roman candles~—fashes of red wnd vellow™

The eruption, possibly triggered by scepuge
of water from the lake into the depthe of the
sarth, ereated its own thunderstorm, Bithon-
f gallons of water, steam, gas, and g
Surned into the air

Mo oAndal rewmembered shovtin -
weils ol retdeees froms the s lond o hes-inort?

to bosl

ST s atrard of the hie waves that swondd
ot Be told us Howarnimes cemd pot be
seard i the noby night Many 2 the valen
das vicbns droawviied Whion sesnte Wy s en
salfea ther overloaded hodas,

On Seplemeher 20, 1665 Taal spvwerl g
vk cinder cone 1,000 feet i Anunerer, 1t
formaed w0 horseshioe isfet (visibee noinder o
apper risht, page J0TH W Bps of stenn Sl
sacaped from the cone near the wades e s
ae eimhed its centhe stoping side and ok o
aivnie lunch on the

306

Crater-pocked time bomb, Taad Veleane rises
from Lake Tial, 40 mifles south of dManila. Daor-
it for halt o century, the voleanic iband sl
dendy erupted in september, 1063 blasting out the
inlet at upper vicht and spewing ash and pumice

from te new crater in the inl
wnd feet aloft, spreading e
Luried scores of the caticlys
their fourishing stands of «
Two davs fater the voleano
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