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SITE: 
Taal Volcano (Lake Taal) , Manila, Philippines 
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CPYRGHT 

,t 
-------- ____ .1 ___ ·--·-·· ··---·-·------·--. 

PHILIPPINES 
M ORE THAN 7 ,ooo ISLANDS and islets rise 

from a partly submerged mountain 
chain to form the Philippines. Largely trop­
ical wilderness, <)Q percent of the islands are 
uninhabited, 60 percent unnamt~d. Two­
thirds of the population lives on the two 

· largest islands, Luzon and Mindanao. 
Predominanllv of Malay origin, Filipinos 

trace their origi~s as far back as .lOOO B.C., 
to the first immigrants from Indonesia and 
Malaya. Hillsides terraced with rice fields 
b1~ar witness to ancient engineering skills. 

In the 14th century Arab missionaries 

brought Islam to the 
Sulus and other 
southern islands. 
The Christian influ­
ence dates from 1~21, 
when Magellan land­
ed on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish 
colonization in !56.~. Spain's rule lasted .1:13 
year~ ending with the Spanish-American 
War. 'The United States guided the Philip­
pines during the next 48 years, leavin~ a 
heritage of language and liberty. The nat1on 
became fully independent on July 4, 1946. 

GOV EfiNMENT: Republic. LAND A IlEA: 11 S ,~.~0 
square miles, about the size of Arizona, cxtemhnp; 
1 150 miles north and south, the sweep of Wash 
i~gton, Oregon, and California combined. POPU­
LATION: 32,600,000, mainly of Malay stork. LAN­
GUAGE: Oilicially l'ilipino (Tagalog); Eni!,lish 
(spoken by 40%), Spanish, so-odd nati':'c dialects. 
RELIGION: n.l% Roman Cathohc; Aghpayan (an 
independent Christian ,,cct), Moslem, l'rolcstanl 
minorities. t;CONOMY: Copra, sugar, abac:1, lum­
ber, f1shing, p;old, lead, manganc_sc, inn~, copper, 
chromite. CITIES: Manila, port, muustnal center 
(pop. 1 ,.B<J,OOO); Quezon City (Manila sub~rb), 
capital; Haguio, summer cap1tal; Pasay; Ccbu. 
CLIMATE: Hot, humid, heavy nunfall. 
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\:earh- 3,000 pcopll' \iyet\ on the i'II't'-11lilt' l"n" 
J>y thrt't' milt' wJt!,· j,LJilll hdort' till' l'l'IIJiti""· 
IJ;:IIJ\ halT ,;Ill-<' retunwd to tlwir lwm''' \\-.II<'• 
lilkcl rralt'r at ,-,·ntn or the large jlll'tllrt' lllrllll'd 
in ;t J<il 1 t'rltplion that ,-!aimed l,;_;_o; lilt'' 
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I. 

,till Lecp that idt•:tli·-m from tlol,'crim. t•tll:. 
Far nlorc tl·~~n \\'<lL..., and oc1 Dp;liiun. ~t~n.~Ll­

pll\ h,t, tr:t!~I1H'Il\t:d till' Rt•puhlic ,,f thl' !'h\!ip 
p11W' lh .\! ,r•t\IJ,Oil(\ pt·oplc lin· <HI a ;; . .Ia\',. 
of i~Ltn1L, '\r,Ht.~. out north and ".nutli for l,!StJ 
mile." bct\Veen the l'.tciflt· Orean and tlh' :-iouth 
Chtn<l :-:v;t tnup~. p:t;;t" .'·L?-13\ 

:\o tll\t' ktil'\1., ho11 i11:tny i~;}arlli.- 1111';·,. ;He 

tk· repuhlir it·Tif,;;\\·,,inn•ly "lll,lrt' lhall 7,Hhl." 

New island~ appear from time to lillle a.-; \·oi 

ranoes thrust tlwir smokin1!: cones above tlw sea. 
And, rtftcr a few year!'. of pou11dinp: by the wrtves, 
some of these new islan<is vanish. 

Th1· c1 ttptilln ,,r Taa! Volcano on '·,l'plt·mht·r 
2S, ii)C'i. t·mpha.;i;(',J :t~:;tin thl' itd1t:,·t<t •· t·l 

tit:tnir tta\ur;d t'PtTe:- 11!1 life in tlw l'lJilippi11,·.-

l'h(' \ ok.tl•t•, 1 i·-in~c <han i·o.lalld :,., ).;JI,,. T:t:d. 

·lll 111i:t':• ·i1Uih of :\1:\nii:t, ro:tr\'d I• ;- 1Lr1'1' 

d:;~·, ant!)..), t1·d out \llllold !tlil'· Ill 11111,1 ,!t \ 

~lo\\'illl!: (11ll11in· IJ•'t:~(', .\()(,.;·; Fit'l,l, :111·1 

!'tJII'·.t':-. \\' rt· in11 i~·d 11~\~:\·r :-..ilt{\1\v .~~L '{\,·~~ 

hundrl'd ilt'••J•it·l,ht tl~t·:•·lil·t·, :mtlth"ll"IJ1,, .. , 

•,f ~11lt11t'l< -.·;"I: the i•.ia•l!i dl1<i :li'<~'IIH: t!lt' i.d.;c 

,_., • r•· 1 ,,;.;I'J. ·o rdid n nl•·r-. 

1&&· ;a&. \l1· 11 tt'c- \\ :tlll\'d lo ·s: <ill .11. •1! I 

Aanlvrllu \l':tt ch :1 lilt it· lon~:t r The nllpl iotl~· 
..vere not \'cry strong at tirsl. 

"About hall an hour later, a d\'atenin~ blast 
;hook the island . .It was time to k,t\'t'." 

Cunrado Andal jamnwd 2U Wt>nwn and 
:hildn.'ll into tlw same small boat "'c ll't'fl' 

.l~ill!'.. Th,.,. ·.t.,rktlll"rtlt. ;t\', .,, IJ; .. ;t ~lit',. •I 

.tlltJ :· cntp'i"n , 1 Jilt.. They lwd tran·lt·d 
1bout two and;: half mih-,.; wlll'n :~notl\\'r ex 
>losion split the ni!-(ht. 

''There wa~;" hig volunw t)1 •~as and -;tt·:ttll,· 

\lr. J\ndal ~aid. "Thal wa:-; \\'hen II\\' ;;ton ' 
md l'lectric•l di~pla~ started. lt w;t.~ ju;;t lil;~· 
!\oman randles-~fla!->IW:-; of n•d and ycllov. " 

The eruption, possibly triggen'd hY ~t·epa)!l' 
,f watrr from the lake into the depth, of the 
:arth, created its own thundl'rstorm. Billion· 
1f gallon~ of watrr, steam, ).';a.,, and 11\111! 

·llllrrwtl into the air 
:\lr .\ndal rctnt·mlH'rt".l .;),,_,toll!• · t" i">:ti 

. u ;• i b "f \('! tl L' <' l'' r ro 11; f. hl' i: L II HI \') ll'.' i. i I)~ l (\ 
1
1 

"! \1:1> ;i!Lili\ 1lf \bt• i>l'.: 1\:t\•'> fh:ll \lt'idtl 

1\ll'h'," iH' 1t1lri u.; If:·, 'I.IJ'Illlll> '~-~~:·! ;·,ot h~· 
)l,',lll: !ll till' llPi· \. 1\j~·!Jt \J.ifll .,t !},,·I '>l.-:1 

to'..,,., ·1 ;nl:, dl'll\\"lit'd \\ lll :) '"\·>Ill!~ \\ :\· .... :·n 

~u!f\'(: fh~·1r ll\t:rlo~u!ed h,l,~l··· 

On :-ic}'t··n·IH·r .10. ''':;,'\, ·r.,:tl ·,t" 11 t·tl ''I'.: 

il:tt k 1 indn co1H' l.iHH1 ft·,·t i•1 .\J.tltHI<'I 11 

:,,rnt.·d .1 lwr,,·,ltm· i:-iet , \ i: iht. 111 i:•kl ,:1 

IPIII'l ri~:ht. l••l)!I' ;11;) \\ i··i'' 1•~ -.~,··if,' ,Jr!l 
':'t·,qll'd ll'!!l:l l/11' !'Ill}(' IH':II liJt· \\,Itt'. 1111'. ,I· 

·,\.t' I ;·lillhl'•i ih '.'l'l\[1\ ;;\!)j'illC: ~id ,ll'di ;,,!IJ I 

•,1it nic lUI\1·!. on thv rt!n. 

,\()(, 

CraiL'r-pod .. ed tiwc holllh, Ta.d \ ,.k:~n1 ri"'' 
fmm L::kt· T:t.tl .j(l ntik., >Oilth ol \lani\a. llor· 
JJJ:Illl for half;,' t'llilll'\, ila· \'ok;llti< j,l:tnd .>iJtl­

dl'nh· t'rllplt·d i11 :-.t·ptt·inlll'r. \'lh.;, llb,tilll'.lllll lit<· 

inlt·\· :tl "1'1'''1 ri:,hl :11Hl 'l'l'\\'11>\: a,h ;md jllllllitT 

lromlltt' 1\1'\1. ,·raiN in the inlt 
>:IIIII ft'l'l :tillfl, 'jli'P:tdinp, d~ 
ln1ri 1·d ,t nrt'' ol· till' catarly'­
ilwir IJ.,!Iri,!Jilli.; 'tan<b oJ' I 
T11o rLI\·- l:tter tlw ,·ok:Jillo 
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